Recipe for Rule Sheet Creation

Basic Ingredients

· Identify the Tournament

· If this a Major used the complete proper name

· If this is a SNEWGA Sunday or an Invitational, possibly with a theme, identify as such

· Provide General Information of interest to players
· Location of bathrooms and portable toilets

· Location of drinking water

· Location of on-course pickup of box lunch and/or snacks if being provided
· Provide Specific Tournament Information

· Identify which tees will be used

· Explicitly document that GPS Devices providing ‘Distance Only’, may be used

· Identify how players should post their scores in GHIN, as a T(ournament) for Majors, or as A(way) for Invitationals & SNEWGA Sundays)

· Identify if the ball will be played “down” (aka Summer rules) or “up” (aka Winter rules).  Playing the ball down is preferred, especially in Majors, unless course conditions warrant 
·  Explain the tournament format, i.e. Stroke Play, 2-Person Best Ball, Modified Alternate Shot. 
·  Explain method for breaking ties.  For Majors it is via playoff, for all other tournaments it is by matching cards.  Document completely, e.g. Last 9 holes, last 6 holes, last 3 holes, 18th hole.
·  Remind players to sign and attest scorecards and provide location where to turn in score cards.
· Document any Local course rules – Check with your Pro to determine these
· Out of Bounds locations
· Any locations where Free Relief is offered, e.g. maintenance roads, new plantings, yardage markers, stone walls, etc.
· Method of pin placement identification, i.e. color of flags, pin sheet, etc.
· Golf Cart rules; e.g. 90 degrees, drive in the rough, keep carts min. 30 feet from tees & greens

· Identify Drop Areas

· List any holes and the location of drop zones on each and how it’s designated, e.g. a white circle

· Identify holes that contain Skill Contests (Longest Drive, Closest to Pin)

· If you are separating contests by handicaps, be sure and list the handicap ranges

· List any Post Round Activities

· Where Awards Presentation, Raffle and Meal (if offered) will take place
· Pro Shop specials that might be offered, e.g. 20% off all women’s clothing
20<YY> <Course Name> <Tournament Name>
GENERAL INFORMATION:

· Drinking Water – Available on Holes # < >
· Bathrooms – Available in <Pro Shop / Restaurant / Snack Bar> 
· Portable Toilets - Available between Holes # < >  and < >
·  < Box Lunch / Snacks> will be handed out at the turn. 
TOURNAMENT RULES:
· Play from the <Red> Tees.  GPS devices (for Distance Only) are allowed.
· Exchange cards with the other team in your foursome.
· Play the ball  <down / up>.  (<Summer / Winter> Rules)

· Format : < 2-Person Team, Best Ball with Gross/Net Prizes awarded - utilizing  90% of handicap>
·  <If you pick up because you are out of a hole, be sure to mark down your “most likely score”.   

      See the back of this sheet for information as to how to determine this score. >
·  If any doubt about a ruling, play two balls through the hole and check with Pro after play.
·  Sign and attest official cards prior to submitting them to the Pro at <location>
·  Ties to be broken by: <Back 9 Gross total, then last 6 holes, last 3 holes, last hole.>  

·  Post scores as “< T / A >” in GHIN.  SNEWGA Handicap Chair will verify all players have posted.     Any “no cards” or late withdrawals risk eligibility for next season.
LOCAL RULES:
· Out of Bounds:  <White stakes on left of Holes  #3 and  #4 >
        - <Stone wall and white stakes all along left side of Hole #9>
· You may remove stones (1” or more in length or width or diameter) from bunkers.

· Free relief from all paved roads, cart paths, maintenance roads, new plantings and yardage markers. 

· Yardages are marked to the center of the green.  Sprinkler heads are marked with yardages from their location points.
· Flag Colors:  <Red> = Front,  <White> = Middle,  <Blue> = Back
· Golf carts are to be kept on paths where provided or at least 30 feet from all tees and greens.  Please use the 90 degree rule whenever possible.

SKILL TESTS:

·     Closest to the Pin on <Hole # >
·     Longest Drive on  <Hole # > (must be in the fairway)
POST- ROUND IN  <location> :

·  <Deli Buffet lunch with cash bar, 50/50 Raffle and Awards Presentation>
·  <20% off all Women’s clothing and accessories in the Pro Shop for all you shoppers! >
Information for Determining your Most Likely Score 
(Excerpts below taken from USGA Handicap System manual for 2012-2015)

A player who starts, but does not complete a hole or is conceded a stroke must record, for handicap purposes, the most likely score.  The most likely score may not exceed the player’s Equitable Stroke Control (ESC) limit. 

Most likely score is a judgment that each player must make based upon the player’s own game.  It consists of the number of strokes already taken plus, in the player’s judgment, the number of strokes needed to complete the hole from that position more than half the time.  The player must evaluate each situation based on what the player can reasonably expect to score.

Record the score you most likely would have received, but not more than your maximum allowable adjusted score.    

USGA procedure says this score should be preceded with an "X" on the score card.

Example:

Players A and B are partners in a Best Ball tournament.  Neither player receives a handicap stroke on the hole.  Player A holes out with a score of 4.  Player B has a 30 foot putt to record a score of 5.  Player B’s score will be higher regardless of whether she sinks the putt or not.  Player B picks up her ball and records an X-6 on her scorecard, because 6 is Player B’s most likely score.



              Equitable Stroke Control

	Course Handicap
	Maximum Number on Any Hole

	9 or less
	Double Bogey

	10 through 19
	7

	20 through 29
	8

	30 through 39
	9

	40 or more
	10


